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A 
Short HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 


Or Tur 


| RISE any PROGRESS 
OF THE 
Moſt Noble Oxzper 
Of The 5 
PREECHES, 


Taken from an Ancient Max sci r. 


DEDICATED 
To Sir CHRISTOPHER ROLFE, 


One of the principal Enbgn-Makers to the 
KN 6 HT S of this ORDER. 


To 


Sir CHRISTOPHER ROLFE, 
 KnicurT of the Ornper, 


OST Writers are defirous of 
N. ſome great Perſonage to 
countenance and patronize their 
Works; this Deſire appears rational- 
ly founded on two very powerful 
 Motives, thoſe of Honour and In- 
tereſt. It is not theſe Motives on- 
1y that has induced me to beg the 
Permiſſion of dedicating this Work 
to you, but a Conſideration that it 
treats on a Subj, in which your 
own Honour ind Intereſt, are par- 
ticularly concerned. For, it con- 
cerns your Honour, as a Knight of 


this moſt Noble Order, to patro- _ 
nize and protect ic; & it concerns 1 
your Intereſt, as a principal Cutter 3 
and Conttiver of thoſe honourabe = 


Vas Ses, 


(iv 
Bads ges, by which the Knig bts of 
this Order are diſtingu hed. 

Theſe great and pork Mat- 
ters duly conſidered, Fortune could 
not have furbiſhed me up a more 
agreeable Perſon to whom I could 
have dedicated this Work, than 

yourſelf. . 
But Sir, you muſt be ſenſible, it 


1s cuſtomary with moſt Authors to 


expect from their Patrons a De- 
dication Fee of ſome Ten or T wen- 


ty Pieces; but far be it from me to 
expect any ſuch Gratuity ; no, Sir, 
I ſhould be extremly ſorry to give 


the leaſt Hint, or utter a ſingle ſyl- 
lable, on ſo diſagreeable a Subject, 
but ſhall ſubmit it intirely to your 
own Generoſity, and am, 


Your moſt humble, 
moſt devoted, and 


molt obedient Servant, 


The AUTHOR. 


; 


PREF ACE. 


the following Obſervation, 
it appears, that the old 
Adage to tumble on a Straw, and 


leap over a Block) is compleatly 
verified; for otherwiſe, how could 
Hiſtorians and Antiquarians, thoſe 


diligent reſearchers in the dark Ca- 


verns of Obſcurity, ſtumble upon, 


pick up, and record, ſuch a num- 
ber of Inſtitutions, and Orders.--- 
As the Garter, Bath, Thiſtle, Star, 
Half-Moon, Elephant, Dragon, Por- 
cupine, Cock and Dog, Hare, Swan, 


Dove, Peartree, Broom-Flower, Ear 
of Corn, Band, Black and White 
Eagle, with a Legion of other in- 
ſignificant Straws of Orders, (not to 
mention the Knights of Charity, 
Poor Knights of Windſor, Knights 
Errant. or Knights of the Poſt) and 
could be ſo nimble, to ſkip over fo 
huge a Block, as the noble Order 
of the Breeches, without the leaſt. 
Notice, or ſo much as mentioning 


One 
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one Sy ellable on ſo important and 
intereſting a Subject. This wilful 
or negligent omiſſion, has induc- 

ed me to write the following Trea- 
tiſe, being determined that : an Or- 
der of ſach Conſ-quence, {ſhould no 
longer lie hid and buried in Ob- 
ſcurity, but ſhould be brought forth 
to Light, for the Benefit of Man- 
Kind. 

The Manfript from whence 
this is taken, contains ſuch a Vari- 
cty of Matters, and is fo fruitful of 
Materials, as would enable me to 
{well this work to a very large Vo- 
iume; but being an Enemy to pro- 
lixity, I have made this Treatiſe as 
ſhort and conciſe as the Nature of 
the Subject would poſſibly admit of, 
being only a Sketch chalked out. 
by way of 3 whereon ſome 

great Genius (who has more Abi— 
. | wg and leſs Lazineſs, may exer- 
r ſe his ee 'P 
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Short Hiſtorical AccouNr 


Or Tur 


Moſt Noble OR DER 
Of The - 


BREECHES. 


Fe HIS Order was inſtituted by Adam, 
1 in a ſhort period of Time after the 
Creation, and appears to be founded on 
that moſt amiable Vii tue, called Modeſty, 
for he no ſooner arrived at the Knowledge 
of Good and Evil, but he immediately 
made himſelf Breeches, to cover thoſe Parts 
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he was directed by Decency to conceal ; but 
as Arts and ManufaQtures, had not in thoſe 


earlier Times been eſtabliſhed, Ee was 


obliged to convert the Badges or Enſign. of 
his Order from Figleaves, the mat pro- 
per Materials thoſe Times would produce. 


As Men began to multiply on the Earth, 
this C rder bec me univei ſal, and continu- 
ed one intire Order, for nearly the Space of 


Five Thouſand Years, when about the 


eighth Century ot the Chriſtian Era, there 
aroſe in the ancient Kingdo:n of D-nmark, 


a nobleman, of ſuch wonderful Capacity & 


Abilities, as 1s ſcarcely to be parail-a, wo 
his ſuperior penetrating. Genius, poſteri- 
ty is indebted, for that moiſt uteful In- 
vention, of contriving the Enſigns of this 
Order from Leather. This Nobleman was 


called Lothbroke, which in their Language 


ſignifies Leatherbreech, being ſo named 
from his Invention. Providence ſcems to 
have had a particular Hand, in conveying 
this great Diſcovery into this Iſland, for che 
Benefit of its Inhabitants, which was brou ght 


about by the following extraordinary Ac- 
cident. 95 


As 
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As Lord Leatherbreech, was one Day 


recreating himſelf in the Princely Diver- 
ſion of Falkening near the Sea-ſide, it 
chanced that his Hawke in purſuit of Game 
fell into the Sea, he immediately entered a 


ſmall Skiff, or boat, lying near the ſhore, & 


launched ut into the deep, in order to reco- 


ver his favourite Bird; when, lo! a ſudden 
Storm ariſing, drove him croſs theSeas, and 
caſt him on the Coaſt of Norfolk. He was 
taken by the Inhabitants, and conducted 
to the Court of King Edmund, who at that 
Time governed the Kingdom of the Eaſt- 


Angles. This Prince, remarkable for Ge- 


neroſity and Humanity, being wonderfully 


touch'd with the perilous Adventure of 
this noble Stranger, received him with 


great Affability, gave him Princely Enter- 
tainment in his Court, and finding him a 


Man of extraordinary Abilities, had him in 


great Eſtimation. He had at that Time, * 
Servant whom he greatly favoured, - named 


Berick. This Berick, perceiving the Regard 
his Maſter had conceived for this worthy 
Stranger, like a true Court Sycophant, who 
is always jealous of any Rival in their Maſ- 


ter's Favour, determined his Deſtruction; 
accordingly inviting him out to partake of 


ſome 
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ſome Rural Diverſons, decoyed him into a 
Wood, and there barbarouſly murdered him, 
and hid his Body in a Buſh. Lord Leather- 
breech was ſoon miſſing at Court, and a 
diligett Scorch being made after him, he 
was at laſt diicov'red by Eis faithful Dog; 
for that true Emblem of Fidelity would 


not forſake the dead Pody of bis Maſter. 


On ſtrict Inquiſition, the Mui derer was diſ- 
covered, and received a Rew ard ſuitable to 


his Villany. 


During his Reſidence at the Court of 


the Eaſt-Angles, Lord Leatherbreech had 


communicated his Invention to King Ed- 


mund, and the Nobility, who conſidering 


the great Utility and Advantages that mult 
ariſe, not only to the then preſent, but fu- 


ture Generations, from this noble Invention, 


eſtabliſhed it into an Order, which he en- 


titled, © The Moſt Noble Order of the Lea- 


© ther Breeches, and from thence it ſpread 
itſelf over the whole Iſland. 


It i is almoſt impoſſible to conceive, the 
' Progreſs this Order mace in a ſhort Period 


ot Time after its firſt one abliſhment. The 
Nobility, 
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Nobility, Gentry, Yeomen, Merchants, 
Peaſants, in ſhort all Denominations of 
Mien, became Companions of it; and altho? 
ſeveral Societies and Companies, ſuch as 
Cloth-workers, Fuſtian- weavers, Velvet- 
makers, &c. always endeavoured to under- 
mine and aboliſh this Order, yet it conti- 
nued to flouriſh, and has always aroſe ſu- 
perior to all Oppoſition ; the Enfigns of 
this Order, being eſteemed at this Day, 
preterable to any other, eſpecially for riding. 


What Indignation mult ariſe in the Breaſt 
of every judicious Peron, when he con- 
ſiders that Hiſtorians, who are the Re- 
corders of Men's Actions and their-Events, 
from whom Mankind has Reaſon to ex- 
pect an Account of every intereſting Tranſ- 
action that has happened in the different 
Periods of Time, ſhould have been ſo re- 
mils or n-gligent, as to paſs over in Si- 
lence, and bury in Oblivion, an Affair of 
ſuch Conſequence, as the Eſtabliſhment of 
this Order by King Edmund, from the Diſ— 
covery of this uſeful Invention of the 
Worthy Lord Leatherbreech, when they 
have 
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have taken ſuch infinite Pains in recording 
many Things, tritling in themtelves, and 


of no Conſequence to Futurity. How 


have they ſtretched their Image ii s, per- 
plexed their Spirits, and weakened their 
Eyes, with poring over, and examining, 
old muſty Manuſcripts, and ruſty Records, 
to find out the firlt Original ot the Order 
of the Garter, and with all their Turmul 
and Trouble, have been able to trace it no 
higher than Richard the Firtt ; whereas, 
had they been the leaſt acquainted with 
the ancient Manuſcript from whence this 
is taken, they muſt have been convinced 


that the Thongs or Girdles of Leather, 


that King Richaid the Firſt tied about the 


Legs of his choice Knights in the H_ly 


War, were no other than the Knee-Strings, 
of the ancient Knights of the Leather- 


Breeches : From whe:.ce it appears evident 


that the Noble Order of the Garter, in ſa 


great Eſtimation at this Day, is only a Branch 
detived from that of the Leather Breeches. 


The Order of Breeches, as it is the moſt 
ancient, ſo it is, undoubtedly, the moſt ho- 
Ss noutable 
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nourable of any Order that has been, ot 
that ever will be eſtabliſhed, moſt, if not 


all the different Orders, (except this) ſo 
greatly eſteemed at this time, are meer Mo- 


dern, and but of Yeſterday, with reſpect 


to Antiquity, derived from trivial Circum- 
ſtances, and founded by the whimſical In- 


ventions of Men in latter Times; where- 


as, the Noble Order of Breeches, began 


nearly with the Creation, was eſtabliſhed 


by the firſt Man, and was founded on one 
of the moſt amiable of Virtues, that of 
Modeſty. 


This Virtue, the moſt becoming Or- 


nament, and greateſt beautifier of the Fe- 


male Sex, for which they have ever been 
ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed throughout all 
Ages of the World, appears evident, by 
the great Veneratſon they have always paid, 
and the ardent Defire they have ever had, 
of being inſtituted into this moſt Noble 
Order, and is ſo manifeſt at this time, in 


the Kingdom of Dermark, where the Q. 
and firſt Ladies of Quality, always adorn 


themſelves with the honourable Badges of 
N the 
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the Leather Breeches, when they recreate 
themſelves with the Diverſion of Hunting; 
and it is greatly to be wiſhed, that the La- 
dies of Great Britain, would imitate this 


laudable, and modeſt Example ; for as the 


Noble Order of the Leather Breeches, was 
| tranſmitted to us from Denmark, and the 
Daniſh Ladies are admitted into it, we can 


ſee no juſt reaſon, why the Britiſh I adies 
| ſhould not be intitled to the ſame privi- 


le Ses. 
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A trifling dubject, and an empty Theme. 


A Thouſand Beauties, in theſe Badges 8 
Fraught, with a Treaſure, fo alluring bright, 


Poſſeſſing this, accelerates their Joys, 


With them, Wealth , Honours, Titles, all are 


Compar'd, with what, the Breeches Goth 


To the AUTHOR _ 


In Praiſc of the noble Inſtitution of 
the BREECHES, 


Addreſſed to the nancy of this 
es R D E R. 


Lluſtrious Knights your To Peans fing, 
This Order level you with Lord 0: King; 


On Virtue founded, dedicated by Heav'in. - 
This Order, in the earlieſt Time was giv'n. "OM 
Adam, that firſt, that venerable Man, 

Eſtabliſhed this great, this noble Plan, 

This, native Modeſty did introduce, 


Firſt in Antiquity, and firſt in Uſe; 
Compar'd with this, all other Orders ſeem 


This Imitation, ſurely i is ; Divine ! ! 


The Lady s Favourite, and chief Delight: 

This elevates their Minds, diſpels their Fears, 

Allays their Paſſions, Troubles, Griets, and 
Cares; 


Compleats their Pleaſures, and their Gloom 
deitroys, 


vain, 


contain. 
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